Seroprevalence of human parvovirus B19 in children of a desert region.
A seroepidemiological study was conducted in Kuwait to evaluate the pattern of acquisition of human parvovirus B19 by children in Kuwait and to compare it with patterns described in other regions in different climatic zones. A total of 218 serum samples from children less than 16 years of age were tested for the presence of anti-B19 IgG by enzyme immunoassay. The overall seroprevalence was 17.4%. Infants in Kuwait had low levels of maternally-acquired anti-B19 IgG (8.6%). The age of peak exposure to parvovirus B19 was 10-15 years compared with less than 10 years in England and Wales and more than 20 years in Singapore. The results of this study indicate an influence of geographic differences on transmission of parvovirus B19.